THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

your Majesty in the contest with parliamentary govern-
ment.' This view was at that time strong and absolute
in me, because I regarded the negations and phrases of the
Opposition of that day as politically disastrous in face of
the national task of Prussia, and because I cherished such
strong feelings of devotion and affection for William I,
that the thought of perishing with him appeared to me,
under the circumstances, a natural and congenial conclusion
to my life.

The King tore the programme to pieces, and was about
to throw them down from the bridge into the dry ditch in
the park, when I reminded him that these papers in his
well-known writing might fall into very wrong hands. He
saw that I was right, put the pieces in his pocket to com-
mit them to the flames, and on the same day ratified my
appointment as minister and interim chairman of the min-
istry, which was made public on the 23rd. The King
kept my nomination as President in reserve, until he had
completed the correspondence on the subject with Prince
von Hohenzollern, who still occupied this post constitu-
tionally. l

1 Cf. * Kaiser Wilhelm I. und Fttrst Bismarck,' in the MtinchenerAllg.
Zeitung, October 7, 1890, M.A.